
2015 Women's History Month wrap-up
 “Weaving the Stories of Women’s Lives”, the theme of this year’s Women’s History Month, was 
present in every aspect of the Women’s Resource Center’s annual month long celebration honoring 
women’s accomplishments.  

March kicked o� with the Extraordinary Women Awards luncheon hosted by the Strater Hotel 
and held in the Henry Strater Theatre.  Over 160 attendees gathered to honor Gina Piccoli, Owner and 
Broker of Coldwell Banker; Eileen Wasserbach, Executive Director of Southern Ute Community Action 
Programs (SUCAP); and Karen Midki�, Chief Development O�cer and President of Mercy Health 
Foundation, for the work they have done to advance women and girls in La Plata County.  The lun-
cheon’s keynote speaker, local author Tekla Miller, captivated and inspired the audience with candid 
recollections of her personal life story and anecdotes from her position as the �rst female probation 
o�cer in Oakland County, a position that led her to a career in corrections in which she worked as a
prison warden and managed two prisons simultaneously (a men’s maximum and a multi-level wom-
en’s) outside Detroit, Michigan. Tekla has multiple books re�ecting on her youth, career, and her 
sister—who was her guardian growing up.  Tekla engaged the audience from the very beginning of 
her speech by quoting one of her heroines, Eleanor Roosevelt, in saying, “the purpose of life is to live 
it, to taste experience to the utmost, to reach out eagerly and without fear for newer and richer expe-
rience.” 

Our Girls Night Out at the Movies on March 19th, hosted by the Durango Arts Center, asked a 
crowd of 100, "what would you do if you weren't afraid to fail?" at the screening of “The Empower-
ment Project” which took the audience on the incredible journey of �ve female �lmmakers driving 
across America encouraging, empowering, and inspiring the next generation of strong women to go 
after their career ambitions.   Following the movie, two local empowerment projects were highlight-
ed.  Local editors and authors Sally Zabriskie and Felicia Hubbell spoke about their collaborative 
e�orts of compiling and publishing a book of short stories written by women.  In “Stories of Women: 
Ignited Hearts Inspiring Hope," each author (17 out of 43 are local) shares a unique experience that 
helped her open to loving herself, her life, and others.  



Following Sally and Felicia, local �lmmaker, Christina Knickerbocker, and sister photogra-
phers, Kyla Jenkinson and Wesley Sebern of Photo Divine, showed a clip of their almost complet-
ed �lm, ExposurSELF, which focuses on supporting women in reclaiming their power, �nding their 
true beauty, and realizing their worth.  The entire evening was �lled with inspiration, laughter, and 
of course extraordinary women! 

The �nale of Women's History Month on March 31st, also hosted by the Durango Arts 
Center, brought advocates for women’s history and outdoor enthusiasts together to hear Gudy 
Gaskill, the mother of the Colorado Trail and 2002 inductee into the Colorado Women’s Hall of 
Fame, tell her story of the making of the Colorado Trail. Also featured that evening were 17 por-
traits of past inductees.  Gaskill, who is 89, spoke of the importance of volunteerism in the build-
ing the Colorado Trail (CT) and in general to our society.  Her volunteer and activist e�orts 
brought a completed and linked trail from Durango to Denver in the year 2000.  Even though 
Gaskill is most well known for her founding e�orts of the CT, she was also the �rst woman presi-
dent of the Colorado Mountain Club, an organization that has been in existence since 1899. 

We estimate that more than 475 people participated in the 2015 Women’s History Month 
programming presented by Alpine Bank and sponsored by Strater Catering and Events, Erteszek 
Family Foundation, Red Willow Production Company, Urban Market, Southwest Women's Health 
Associates, April's Garden, EPIC Magazine, Athena Communications, Chevron, and the Durango 
Arts Center. 

The Women’s Resource Center (WRC) believes that voicing the stories of accomplishments, 
struggles, and advances that women have made in history—past and present—is valuable to our 
community and worthy of celebration. WRC advocates for the personal empowerment and eco-
nomic self-su�ciency of women and girls in La Plata County and is dedicated to ensuring, 
through its many programs and events that the women and girls in our local community are 
continually progressing forward.   Thank you ALL for your support!
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