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Schedule of Events: 
 
March 6—Extraordinary Women Awards Luncheon presented by Alpine Bank 
Time:     11:00 am -1:00pm 
Venue:   Henry Strater Theatre 
Cost:      $20  

Please join the Women’s Resource Center in honoring these three Extraordinary Women in our community.  

 Gina Piccoli:  Owner, Managing Broker Coldwell Banker Heritage House Realtors 
 EIleen Wasserbach:  Executive Director, Southern Ute Community Action Programs 
 Karen Midkiff:  Chief Development Officer and President of Mercy Health Foundation 

 
This year’s luncheon key-note speaker is local Durango resident and author Tekla Miller.  Miller, a former prison 
warden who managed two prisons simultaneously (a men’s maximum and a multi-level women’s) outside 
Detroit, Michigan is also an author with her most recent book, her memoir, “The Warden Wore Pink”.  Ms. 
Miller has appeared on National Public Radio’s Fresh Air with Terry Gross and has been featured in many radio, 
newspaper and journal interviews. 

 
**Tickets to this event are limited and sell out quickly. Please call or come by the Women’s Resource Center to 
purchase** 
 
 
March 10— Professional Women’s Network Meeting and Ted Talk 

Professional Women's Network of Durango has devoted its energy to passionately getting women in Durango to 
connect, grow, and inspire each other. Please join them for their March meeting featuring an empowering Ted 
Talk.     

Time:    5:00 pm 
Venue:   Lost Dog Bar and Lounge 
Cost:      Free 
 
March 12—Financial Empowerment Workshop with Julia Prejs-presented by Alpine Bank 

Take Control of Your Financial Future. Julia Prejs, CIMA is a wealth management consultant with Alpine 

Bank.  Through this 4 part series you will gain valuable insight and knowledge to help navigate you through your 

long term financial landscape.   

Julia Prejs has nearly 10 years of experience in the many facets of wealth management. Before joining Alpine 

Bank Wealth Management, she was a member of the CSA Advisory Council at Morgan Stanley and subsequently 
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an integral member of a wealth management team at UBS in New York City. She earned a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from the University of Maryland and holds the Certified Investment Management Analyst(SM) 

designation, administered by Investment Management Consultants Association(SM) and taught in conjunction 

with The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. In 2012, she was nominated and selected to be a featured 

speaker at the Barron's Winner's Circle Top Advisory Teams Summit in Washington, D.C.   When she’s not 

wearing her financial advisor shoes, you can find Julia in her hiking boots, with camera in hand, shooting land-

scape photography or in her ski boots, cruising down a mountain. 

Time:     8:30 am- 10:00 am  
Venue:   Durango Recreation Center 
Cost:       $10 members ($30 for all 4 workshops) 
  $15 non-members ($40 for all 4 workshops) 
 
March 19—Girls Night out at the Movies “The Empowerment Project”  presented by Alpine Bank 

The Empowerment Project: Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary Things is the incredible journey of 5 female 
filmmakers driving across America to encourage, empower, and inspire the next generation of strong women to 
go after their career ambitions. By attending this screening of The Empowerment Project you are joining this 
very important conversation and encouraging girls everywhere to be the leaders of their lives. 

 
Time:    5:30 pm  
Venue:  Durango Arts Center Theatre 
Cost:  Free for Members 
           $5 non-members 
Light appetizers and a cash bar 
 
March 21—AAUW Book and Author Luncheon  

Shaila Van Sickle, retired professor of English at Fort Lewis College.  Shaila will be speaking about her book, 
Seven Characters in Search of an Author, plus insights on how to write a book.  Guests will be welcomed starting 
at 11 a.m. on March 21, buffet luncheon at 11:30, all at the Vallecito Room, north end of the Student Union, Fort 
Lewis College. 

 
Time:      11:30-1:30pm 
Venue:    Vallecito Room FLC   
Cost:      $35 per-person buffet lunch 
*Please contact the Durango AAUW chapter for more information.  
 
March 31— An evening with Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame inductee Gudy Gaskill-Visionary and trail builder of the 
Colorado Trail. Presented by Alpine Bank 

One of the 2002 Colorado Women’s Hall of fame inductees, Gudrum “Gudy” Gaskill will be joining us in Durango 
to tell her story of her adventures and her dream of a trail that would span from Durango, Colorado to Denver, 
Colorado, now known as the Colorado Trail. The dream took 25 years, but became a reality. The Colorado Trail is 
one of the top recreational attractions in Colorado.  Come hear this legendary woman tell her story.  

 
Time:     5:30pm.   
Venue:  Durango Arts Center 
Cost:  Free for Members 
           $5 non-members 
Light appetizers and a cash bar 
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**Membership Special throughout the month of March.  Purchase a WRC membership at $90 ($100 normally) and get 
into all events except the luncheon for free, and attend all four Financial Workshops for free ($40 value).  


